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We the people of the United
States, * in order to form a more

perfect  Union, X establish
Tustice, insure domestic
tranquility, provide for the
*cummon defense, promote

the general welfare, and secure the

blessingg of liberty to

ourselves and our posterity, do

ordain and establish this
constitution*ﬁnr the

United States of America.*
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First, the preamble specifies that what is being promulgated constitutes "this" - a term that refers unmistakably to the actual written 3. 671 (1995). And finally, where the Constitution does not say anything at a 3, it simply does not say anything about the subject and cannot be used to overturn the decisions p the representative government. 2 Joseph
Story, comments on the Constitution of the United States A§462 to 445 (1833). Michael Stokes Paulsen, the Constitution prescribes rules for its 3 interpretation, 103 NW. U. 2706 (2003). None of these institutions p government, created or recognized by the constitution, are superior 3 Constitution. None greater than the final power of the people to
adopt, alter and interpret what is, after all, the constitution ordered and established by "the people of the United States. This essay is part of a discussion on the preamble with Erwin Chemerinsky, Dean and Distinguished Professor of Law, and Raymond Pryke Professor of First Amendment Law, University of California3rnia, Irvine Law School. ; If one
promotes, and the other defeats, common defense, shouldn't the first, on the 3 principles of interpretation to be adopted? We Are freedom, in any principle of reason, or common sense, to adopt a restrictive meaning, What will defeat a declared object of the Constitution, when another equally natural and more appropriate for the object A© before 3?
Finally, the preamble has important implications for 1 who have the ultimate power of constitutional interpretation. Lj 217 (1994). Although the preamble does not confer powers and rights, it does imply significant 11, both for how the constitution must be interpreted and applied and which has the power of constitutional interpretation - the two major
general questions of constitutional law p. Consider two ways of large images that the preamble affects as the constitution to be interpreted. Michael Stokes Paulsen, Captain James T. Explore key historical documents that inspired the Framers of the Constitution and each amendment during the drafting process, the early drafts and major proposals
behind each provision, and discover how the drafters deliberated, agreed and disagreed, on the path to compromise and the final text. . As Justice Joseph Story put it in his treatise on the Constitution, published in 1833, using the example of the Preamble¢AAAs phrase to "provide for the common defence¢AAA:A A No one can doubt, that this does not
enlarge the powers of congress to pass any measures, which they may deem useful for the common defence.A A But suppose the terms of a given power admit of two constructions, the one more restrictive, the other more liberal, and each of them is consistent with the words . Michael Stokes Paulsen, The Irrepressible Myth of Marbury, 101 Mich. Nor
are they mere springboards or points of departure for individual (or judicial) speculation or one¢AAAs subjective preferences: where the provisions of the Constitution set forth a sufficiently clear rule for government, that rule constitutes the supreme law of the land and must be followed. The Preamble does not confer powers or rights, but the
provisions that follow should be interpreted in a fashion consistent with the purposes for which they were enacted. America has no ¢AAAunwritten constitution.¢AAA Ours is a system of written constitutionalism¢AAAof adherence to a single, binding, authoritative, written legal text as supreme law. James Madison, one of the leading architects of the
Constitution, put it best in The Federalist No. 49:A A [T]he people are the only legitimate fountain of power, and it is from them that the constitutional charter, under which the several branches of government hold their power, is derived . Further Reading: Michael Stokes Paulsen & Luke Paulsen, The Constitution: An Introduction (2015) 1 and 2).
Read the full discussion here. This defines the 3 and borders of constitutional argument last leg: the constitutional interpretation company will seek to understand faithfully, within the context of the document (including the times and places in which it was written and adopted), the words, phrases and structural p of the written text. The words of the
Constitution are not optional. Michael Stokes Paulsen, the most dangerous branch: executive power to say which law, 83 geo. The preamble can have much to say - quietly - about how the constitution should be interpreted and that it has the supreme power of constitutional interpretation. By the same token, where the provisions p the Constitution do
not establish a rule, where they leave open matters - the decision on such matters must remain open to the people, acting through the institutions p representative democracy. See Text Page 2 The PreA¢ 4— "or A¢ A—" CLAN USEIRA DE ENACTINGA¢ & Rev. This is obvious and extremely 3. And yet, while it is true that the courts legitimately possess
the proof of constitutional interpretation in cases that come before them, it is equally true that the other branches of the national government and the state government also possess a responsibility of faithful constitutional interpretation. It promotes a written constitution, with all that that implies. Kirk and the constitutional interpretation company:
Some modest proposals from the 21st Century, 59 Albany L. 857 (2009). L. In modern times, it has become elegant to identify the power of constitutional interpretation almost exclusively with the decisions p the courts, and particularly the Supreme Court of the U.S.. It shall not be open to courts, legislatures or any other government officials to
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